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DISCLAIMER

The July 27, 1990 Regulations, "Aliens and Nationality: Asylum and Withholding of Deportation
Procedures," mandated the creation of a new corps of Asylum Officers to provide an initial, nonadversarial
adjudication of asylum claims. Asylum Officers use asylum law, interviews with asylum applicants, and
relevant information on country conditions to determine the merits of individual claims for asylum.

The Resource Information Center was created to assist Asylum Officers domestically, and Immigration
Officers determining refugee status overseas, by collecting and disseminating credible and objective
information on human rights conditions. As specified in the Regulations (8 CFR 208.12), such information
may be obtained from the Department of Justice, the Department of State, and "other credible sources, such
as international organizations, private voluntary organizations, or academic institutions."

Master Exhibits are one means by which credible information on a given group deemed "at risk" is
presented to Asylum and Immigration Officers. Master Exhibits are submitted by private voluntary
organizations, law firms, or other groups, which are credited on the title page of the Exhibit. The contents
of each Master Exhibit distributed by the Resource Information Center, taken as a whole, meet certain basic
standards on credibility, relevance and format, and can provide Asylum Officers with valuable background
material for evaluating country conditions.

This Master Exhibit provides publicly available information, analyses, or comment. All sources are cited.
Updates to this Master Exhibit may be made from time to time. This Master Exhibit, however, cannot be,
and does not purport to be, either exhaustive with regard to the country surveyed, or conclusive as to the
merits of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. It is for the Asylum Officer adjudicating a
particular case to determine what evidentiary weight to give to the information in this Master Exhibit.



The inclusion of this Master Exhibit in the collection of Master Exhibits compiled by the Service does not
constitute an endorsement of the information in this Master Exhibit. The views expressed in this Master
Exhibit, therefore, do not necessarily represent statements of policy of the United States Government, nor
does this Master Exhibit reflect foreign policy concerns of the United States Government.
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An appellate court overturned the only conviction to date of security force officers for a crime of
political violence. The case concerned the 1987 alleged kidnapping and murder of two
agronomists affiliated with the Western University Center in Quezaltenango by the National
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X. "Guatemala: Repression Hits the National University," Central America Report, Vol. XVI, No. 36,
15 September 1989, pp. 281-282.

Discusses the increase in political violence taking place at the National University where eleven
students have been kidnapped since mid-August, four of whom have been found dead. In March
1989, the entire University Student Association (AEU) governing council received death threats.
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XI. "Guatemala: Fear Pushes Teachers Back to Work," Central America Report, Vol. XVI, No. 32, 18
August 1989, pp. 254-255.

Discusses the use of force by the government to end the teachers' strike. Four people were
wounded and a spectator suffered brain damage. One student was seriously burned by toxic
powder thrown at him by police. Also discusses how supporters of the strike are being labelled
"subversives" by the authorities.

XII. Haroldo Shetemul, "Guatemalan Students Present Ultimatum to Stop the Escalation of
Aggression," Excelsior (Mexico City), 29 August 1989 (as reported in Central America NewsPak,



Vol. 4, No. 15, p. 6).

Discusses the announcement by students of the University Students Association (AEU) of their
decision to take harsh measures to stop the escalation of aggression. The students had given the
government a 72-hour deadline to stop the violence, and the deadline passed. The decision of the
AEU was motivated by the kidnapping of seven students from different colleges of the University
of San Carlos.

XIII. Lindsey Gruson, "Former Dictator is Looking Better to a Guatemala in Chaos," New York Times,
3 September 1989 (as reported in Central America NewsPak, Vol. 4, No. 15, pp. 6-7).

Discusses how the atmosphere of terror in the Guatemalan population created by rising human
rights abuses is building support for a return to the strong-arm government of Gen. Efrain Rios
Montt. Gen. Montt currently is leading in the race to succeed President Vinicio Cerezo in the
elections scheduled for November 1990. Also discusses how after the nationwide strike by
teachers and public employees, right-wing extremists have mounted a violent campaign of
intimidation and assassination aimed at destabilizing the government.

XIV. Haroldo Shetemul, "Teachers Evicted from Government Palace," Excelsior (Mexico City), 4 July
1989 (as reported in Central America NewsPak, Vol. 4, No. 11, p. 4).

Discusses the forceful eviction by security forces of 41 leaders of the teachers' strike movement
who had taken over the third floor of the Government Palace in Guatemala City. The teachers
were demanding negotiations on their demands for a salary increase.

XV. Reggie Norton, Guatemala: The Lost Opportunity - Some Reflections on the Human Rights
Situation 1986-88 (Washington, D.C.: The Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, July
1989), pp. i-ii, 21-26.

Reggie Norton discusses the results of his investigation, on behalf of the Guatemala Human Rights
Commission/USA, of alleged human rights abuses against students and faculty at the National
Autonomous University of San Carlos (USAC).

XVI. Amnesty International, Guatemala: Human Rights Violations Under the Civilian Government, and
Appendix I: "Academics and Student Harassed, Tortured, 'Disappeared' and Killed Under the
Present Administration") (New York: Amnesty International, 1989), pp. 17-19 and 1-6.

Discusses alleged arbitrary arrest, torture, "disappearance," and extrajudicial execution of
University of San Carlos (USAC) students, faculty members and administrators by the
Guatemalan security forces, tracing reported abuses beginning in the late 1960's to the present.
Appendix I describes twenty-five cases of reported abuses of academics under the present
administration.

XVII. "Students Threatened by New Death Squad," Central America Report, Vol. XVI, No. 9, 3 March
1989, p. 70.

Discusses the dispersement of flyers, containing death threats against twelve student leaders, in a
"pamphlet-bomb" explosion at the Association of University Students (AEU) in Guatemala City.
The flyers carded the by-line of the new "Double J" death squad. Since then, the AEU reports
being threatened and followed.

XVIII. Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, "Fear of 'Disappearance,'" Human Rights Alert, 14
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Discusses the "disappearance" of Diego Ramirez Sosof, a student at the Escuela Normal de
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an alleged member of the National Police tried to attack him.

XIX. Amnesty International, "'Disappearances' During the Administration of General Mejia Victores,"
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Discusses the large number reported "disappearances" of students, lecturers and workers at the
University of San Carlos in Guatemala City since General Mejia Victores came to power in a
military coup in August 1983.

XX. Amnesty International (USA), Memorandum to the Government of Guatemala Following an AI
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successive administrations been the object of human rights violations carried out by the official
military and security forces and paramilitary groups formed by members of the official security
forces or working with their collaboration. Appendix I lists representative incidents of human
rights violations directed at USAC staff and students.

XXI. Chris Norton, "Guatemala, Charged with Rights Violations, Searches for Respect," Christian
Science Monitor, 18 January 1985 (as reported in Information Services on Latin America [ISLA],
Oakland, California, #63).

Discusses how despite Reagan Administration statements that the human rights situation in
Guatemala is improving, reports in Guatemala's newspapers of disappearances and tortured bodies
found tend to indicate otherwise. Many of the attacks are targeted against university groups, with
the National University being especially hard hit.

XXII. "Guatemalan Professor Kidnapped, Murdered," Miami Herald, 27 January 1985 (as reported in
Information Services on Latin America [ISLA], Oakland, California, #64).

Discusses the kidnap and murder of San Carlos University professor Mayra Jeanneth Meza
Soberanis. Right-wing gunmen are suspected by the authorities.

XXIII. Lindell Cross, "The Women of Guatemala," Peace & Freedom, August 1984 (as reported in Data
Center Files, Oakland, California).

Discusses the role of Guatemalan women in academics and trade unions and the political
persecution they suffer on account of their activities.

XXIV. Jonathan Fried, "Student Leaders Abducted," Guardian, 20 June 1984 (as reported in Data Center
Files, Oakland, California).

Discusses the abduction in 1984 of all eleven directors of the University Students' Association
(AEU) from the University of San Carlos by government security forces. Only one director, found
tortured and near death, has reappeared.

XXV. Amnesty International, Urgent Action, Guatemala, "Disappearance," 14 June 1984, "UA 151/84."

Reports the abduction of ten students from the University of San Carlos (USAC) in Guatemala
City over the period of a few weeks. Also reports the death of a university professor who had been
abducted from his home in Guatemala City. His body showed signs of torture when discovered.

XXVI. Amnesty International, Urgent Action, Guatemala, "Further Information on UA 151/84 (14 June
1984) - 'Disappearance,'" 20 August 1984.



Reports that Guatemalan authorities have denied three students reported to have been abducted by
armed men on May 6, 1984 in Guatemala City are in detention. The Guatemalan Ambassador to
the USA, in a letter to Urgent Action participants, said that the abduction of a fourth person, a
medical student, was carried out by subversive groups that were seeking to obtain medical
supplies that were in the medical student's possession at the time of his abduction.

XXVII. Amnesty International, Urgent Action, Guatemala, "Disappearance," 3 April 1984, "UA 127/84."

Reports that four students at the University of San Carlos (USAC) were abducted near the
university in May 1984. All were abducted by armed men believed to be members of the security
forces. Writs of habeas corpus have produced no result.

XXVIII. Amnesty International, Urgent Action, Guatemala, "Further Information on UA 127/84 (24 May
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XXIX. Amnesty International, Urgent Action, Guatemala, "Disappearance," 3 April 1984, "UA 79/84."
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March 1984. A writ of habeas corpus was presented to the authorities. The police deny that they
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to November 1983.

XXX. Amnesty International, Urgent Action, Guatemala, "Further Information on UA 79/84 (3 April
1984) - 'Disappearance,'" 10 April 1984.

Reports that Professor Julio Rene Estevez Rodriguez has reportedly been released from detention.
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XXXI. Amnesty International, Central American Special Action, Guatemala, "Human Rights Violations
Affecting Staff and Students at the University of San Carlos (USAC)," 20 March 1984, "CASA
05/84."

Discusses the alleged human rights violation by official forces, and groups in collaboration with
official forces, against students, lecturers and employees at the University of San Carlos.
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students since General Mejia Victores came to power in August 1983.
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XXXIII. Amnesty International, "Guatemala: Tabulation of Extrajudicial Killings Known to Amnesty
International During the Period 1 January - 30 June 1981," (London: Amnesty International, 26
October 1981), "AMR 34/51/81."



Presents a list of extrajudicial killings in Guatemala during the period January-June 1981, as
compiled primarily from the Guatemalan press. Alleges that the vast majority of extrajudicial
killings in Guatemala are being perpetrated by uniformed and/or plainclothes members of the
army and police.

XXXIV. Amnesty International, "Academics Detained, Tortured, Killed in Guatemala," (London: Amnesty
International, 15 September 1980), "AMR 34/43/80."

Discusses how the national University of San Carlos' administrators, especially the members of its
executive counsel, student organizations, and the university as a whole have been denounced by
government officials as "leftist." Also discusses the detention, "disappearance, and murder of
student leaders and teachers since 1966. Includes "List of University Professors and Staff,
Teachers and Students Killed Since January 1980," and "Students and Teachers Detained and
'Disappeared.'"


